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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . In view of the Appeal Brief filed on 20 February 2006, PROSECUTION IS 
HEREBY REOPENED. The rejection set forth below. 

To avoid abandonment of the application, appellant must exercise one of the 
following two options: 

(1 ) file a reply under 37 CFR 1.111 (if this Office action is non-final) or a reply 
under 37 CFR 1 .1 1 3 (if this Office action is final); or, 

(2) request reinstatement of the appeal. 

If reinstatement of the appeal is requested, such request must be accompanied 
by a supplemental appeal brief, but no new amendments, affidavits (37 CFR 1.130, 
1.131 or 1.132) or other evidence are permitted. See 37 CFR 1.193(b)(2). 

2. After an Appeal Conference, Conferees decided to withdraw the Finality of the 
last Office action and therefore, the finality of that action is withdrawn. 

3. Claims 1 - 1 7 and 1 9 - 20 are pending in this Office action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

4. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1-17 and 19-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, 
as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject 
matter which applicant regards as the invention. 
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Claim 1 recites the limitations "a set of targets of links" in line 5, "the link targets" 
in line 6, and "the set of link targets" in line 9. 

Claim 2 recites the limitations "a set of targets of links" in line 5, "the link targets" 
in line 6, and "the set of link targets" in line 9. 

Regarding claims 1 and 2, the terms "a set of targets of links", "the link targets" 
and "the set of link targets" renders the claim indefinite because it is unclear as to the 
meaning and relationships with each other of these above terms. 

The limitation "the set of targets of links" equates websites arid targets equates 
object. The limitation "the set of link targets" equates hyperlinks and link equates 
object. Furthermore, it is unclear whether targets of links or websites are inside the 
search group or link targets or hyperlink are inside the search group. Therefore, it is 
concluded that "targets of links" and "link target" are not same. 

Regarding claim 16, the term "may be" renders the claim indefinite because it is 
not clear whether the steps followed by the term "may be" will occur. In this case, 
whether annotations will display. 
See MPEP§ 2173.05(d). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 
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Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by U.S. Patent 
Number 5,812,134 issued to Todd Pooser et al. ("Pooser"). 

With respect to claims 1,16-17 and 19-20, Pooser teaches a method of 
searching a collection of linked objects and displaying the results (column 5, lines 60 - 
65 and column 9, lines 1 1 - 29), comprising: 

acquiring a search group of heterogeneously typed objects (column 10, lines 38 
- 39), wherein at least one of the objects comprises a link to another object (column 10, 
lines 38 - 42); 

determining for at least a portion of the object in the search group a set of targets 
of links from the objects (column 10, 38-42), including determining whether the link 
targets are inside the search group (column 14, lines 15-18); and 

displaying a representation of at least one searched object, the representation 
having at least one display attribute determined by the set of link targets (column 9, 
lines 23 -29). 

With respect to claim 16, Pooser teaches a method of searching a collection of 
objects and displaying the results (column 5, lines 60 - 65), comprising: 

acquiring a first search group of objects (column 10, lines 38 - 39); 

displaying a representation of at least a portion of the first search group of 
objects (column 10, lines 38 - 42); and 

annotating one or more members of the first search group of objects (column 10, 
lines 39 - 40), wherein annotations may be selectively displayed with the representation 
of the annotated objects (column 5, lines 60 - 65). 
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As to claim 17, acquiring a second search group of objects; and displaying a 
representation of at least a portion of the second search group of objects, wherein 
displaying the representation of annotated objects that are members of both the first 
search group and the second search group includes selectively displaying annotations 
of the objects (Figure 4, column 9, lines 2 - 44). 

As to claim 19, the objects include links to other objects, and wherein at least a 
portion of the links are displayed as connectors between representations of the objects 
(column 1 0, lines 38 - 42). 

As to claim 20, annotating one or more links (column 9, lines 1-10). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 2 - 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Pooser and in view of U.S. Patent Number 5,983,267 issued to Leon Shklar ("Shklar"). 

With respect to claim 2, Pooser teaches a method of searching a collection of 
linked objects and displaying the results (column 5, lines 60 - 65 and column 9, lines 11 
- 29), comprising: 
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acquiring a search group of heterogeneously typed objects (column 10, lines 38 
- 39), wherein at least one of the objects comprises a link to another object (column 10, 
lines 38 - 42); 

determining for at least a portion of the object in the search group a set of targets 
of links from the objects (column 10, 38 - 42), including determining whether the link 
targets are inside the search group (column 14, lines 15-18); and 

displaying a representation of at least one searched object, the representation 
having at least one display attribute determined by the set of link targets (column 9, 
lines 23 - 29). 

Pooser does not explicitly teach displayed representations are arranged into a 
plurality of display layers, and wherein the display layers can be independently hidden 
or displayed as claimed. 

Shklar discloses displayed representations are arranged into a plurality of display 
layers, and wherein the display layers can be independently hidden or displayed as 
claimed (The individual item metadata units are then grouped, .... display the stored 
data news items in any desired format. The user has requested display of the data in a 
hierarchical format, . . . , see Figure 2, column 4, lines 1 - 5 and 57 - 61). 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine the teachings of Shklar with the teachings of Pooser, 
because combination would provide a system and method that analyzes and pre- 
indexes stored data, without altering the data, to accomplish real-time generation of an 
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enhanced format presentation of the stored data for display (column 2, lines 5 - 8; 
Shklar). 

As to claim 3, the display attribute is selected from the group consisting of color, 
shape, size, position, highlighting, graphical flags, and labeling text (see Figure 4 and 
corresponding texts; Pooser). 

As to claim 4, representations of a plurality of objects are displayed on a graph 
(see Figure 4 and corresponding texts; Pooser). 

As to claim 5, representations of a plurality of objects are displayed, and wherein 
at least one link between objects is depicted by a connector between the 
representations (column 9, lines 23 - 29; Pooser). 

As to claim 6, a display attribute of the connector is determined by a property 
selected from the group consisting of the type of the linking object, the type of the link 
target, and the type of the link (column 9, lines 23 - 29; Pooser). 

As to claim 7, a display attribute of the representation is determined by object 
metadata (see Figure 2, corresponding text for Figure 2 and column 4, lines 60 - 61 ; 
Shklar). 

As to claim 8, determining link targets includes recursively determining targets of 
links of an expanded set of objects comprising the original search group and the objects 
linked to by the search group (column 4, lines 8 - 25; Shklar). 

With respect to claims 10, 11 and 12, Pooser and Shklar teach the search 
objects substantially as claimed. Pooser and Shklar teach metadata and Shklar 
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teaches court case data in the abstract, in Figures 10 and 1 1 and in column 7, line 26 - 
column 8, line 40. 

Pooser and Shklar do not explicitly teach legal data, scientific or medical article 
or patent data as claimed. 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention was made to modifying data to be legal data, scientific or medical article or 
patent since differences in type of data do not distinguish the invention in term of 
patentability. 

See In re Gulack, 703 F.2d 1381, 1385, 217 USPQ 401, 404 (Fed. Cir. 1983) 
(when descriptive material is not functionally related to the substrate, the descriptive 
material will not distinguish the invention from the prior art in terms of patentability). 

As to claim 13, annotating at least one of the search objects (column 5, lines 60 - 
65; Pooser). 

As to claim 14, at least a portion of the searched objects and link targets are 
classified into a plurality of groups, further comprising setting a display attribute for all 
members of a group (column 9, line 62 - column 10, line 14; Shklar). 

As to claim 15, displayed representations are sorted on at least one axis 
according to a property of the objects represented (column 9, line 62 - column 10, line 
14; Shklar). 
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Allowable Subject Matter 



7. Claim 9 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would 
be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims. 



8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Shahid Al Alam whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
4030. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday 8:00 A.M.- 4:00 
P.M.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John E. Breene can be reached on (571) 272-4107. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for. 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). ^ 
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